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PENNSYLVANIA RESIDENTS WEIGH IN ON HQW
TO FIXTHE ECONOMY

e Smoking Bati
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Problems in the home mortgage makeéti d omedi um ter mé ¢° Global Warminp

have been affecting banks in the Unijgde, asked what kind of products or servic g y
States for over a year. The federal gg¥gii\ be focused onthing of the respon- ¢ Gamb“ng in PA.

ment has stepped in several times (Qj8&{R indicated it should be on new and inn Drivi q
the early victims of the current recesgipfys. Twentyo percent of the respondend ®  2f1VING an
However, troubles continued in the §g81kated it should be directed toward old arl ~ Cell Phones
omy, especially in October when a ree@tthg nroducts and services and a third s
setting drop in the stock market occytgdis evenly between the old and new.

and perhaps influenced the outcome of a _
presidential election. The economy WAglly, when asked who should be the pri
and still is not basically sound and tHgfdaignt of the stimulus a majority of resp

great debate on what the governmeitp7%) said it shouldrisBvidughxpayers as opg, 0. ve san 2
should do. President Obama has reR@p@¢ to large banks and companies. Only-ene

rolled out his economic stimulus packdg@l ten respondents said large companie§ &ty 2
The history making package is masd¥@kmaghould be the primary recipients of th@-osa. WARMING 2
multifaceted. What do state residenfimulus. One out of four respondents said e ., oxe 3
want to see in t #i@ylusshaudpespliheyenly hetweer idEIN L &Sooce 3
plan? taxpayers and large banks and companies

What How has the economil’ERROGRATION 3
type of crisis and inability of |~~~ 3
goal the government to

should correct it affected cong ethops 4
the ~ fidence in primary

stimulus social institutions?

plan be Nearly half of the resi-

focused dents of Pennsylvania

on? The have little or no trus

most in the free market tg

common guide the

answer, economy (44%). A

with two out of five residents choosirgjmlar sized group does not trust the gove
was it shoul d b etoguethepeeonogy 82%y t e r mofidee) (e -

next most common answer (21%) was the \'@QKCKAGE
combination answer oOshort, medi um '
l ong termé goals followed closely by a

group (18%) saying oO0short termdé goal s
only. Fifteen percent of the respondents
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VIEWS ON THE NEW SMOKING BAN

A smoking ban went into effect withii direction. For example, around half
Commonwealth in the past year. Pe respondents said that they have be

N mor

SHOULD GAMBLING BE
EXPANDED IN

of the (I;’ENNSYLVANIA?

vania joins thirty some other states it likely to eat out at restaurants beca

ing legislation the ban (48%). Only one out of ten
to protect that they have been less likely to es
against the with the remainder saying no differe
harmful ef- When the impact on going out to b3

taverns was examinedfiviéypercent
the respondents said it has made n

fects of seco]
hand cigaret

smoke. The ence in their chances of going out.
new ban has Among the remainder, twice as mal
been praised it had made them more likely to go
by many. Bl than those who said less likely to g¢

it has also been ridiculed by smoker: (31 vs. 12%).
nonsmokerg alike. Nsmokers say it | The smoking rate has been declinin
weak law with many loopholes, espe == . .

when compared to bans enacted in ¢ United States. In 2007, it dropped |
states. Smokers say that it takes aw twenty percent of the population. I
their rights. Businesses complain ak survey of Pennsylvanians, nineteen

possible harmful effect it will have or cent of the respondents indicated thal

profits. smoke. Around a quarter of those |

When asked if there are any loophol light up smoke more than a pack of
the smoking ba_n, nearly two out of tf rettes a day. Half of the smokers b
respondents said yes. A quarter of t the ban violates their rights. Five p
spondents felt that the loopholes wei ot \he smokers said that they are ve
nor and fifteen percent felt that they ' . . .

likely to quit because of the ban wit

major. Loopholes could be positive 1 _ ) i
smokers and negative tesmakers. other five percent saying that they 3
somewhat likely to quit. The rest of

In terms of its impact on business, if smokers indicated that they were n(
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geri‘@'of the latest plans to increasepam-
pe opportunities and the state bydget
fh&s been the idea of allowing vided slot
nsiackines to be put inside bars angftaverns

]Wiélailrécrease problem gambling. |
st it was found that gamblers (wfjo

rgake up less than half of the overgl popu-
lation), were highly supportive of t
ngp‘%ation of slot machines in the|ftate.

) Qﬁvsame pattern appears to be odcurring
Wiip the policy idea of video slots iff bars.
H&Jf of the adults in the state oppoge slots
Fewer than half (45%) support
\}Wg idea. These levels of support gnd op-
fQsition are expected because they are

LG to the percentages of state rgsidents
3y}%qnsay that they do and do not ggmble

I&(;r money.
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global warming was occurring. In 2009, the number of firm believers has
low seventy percent (65%). Across this same time period, the number of

clined
ople w
not believe in global warming has been on the rise. It was fewer than one put of fi\

2006. Now it is at 28 percent. This matches the height of disbelief first rec
annual survey on this controversial topic a decade ago.
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DRIVING WHILE TALKING ON THE
CELL PHONE

Six states have enacted a bz Young people are more likely to be
hand held cell phone use wh yolved in car accidents and one st
driving. The argument is tha foynd that they are more distracte:
such behavior distracts the d o grivers while driving with cell

enough to cause an increase
rate of accidents. There was phones. The youngest survey res

support for such a ban amon dents, however, were most likely t
adults here in Pennsylvania. oppostma ban on cell phone use v
Some eighty per- driving. One out of three of these
cent of the respc

dents believe th ,
haneheld cell

phones should t._ﬁi/
banned from usc

while one is driving in Penns
vania. One in five are oppos
to this policy.

older.
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ELIMINATING
LOCAL POLICE
FORCES
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INTERROGATION O

-MURDER SUSPECT
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Several small towns in Pen
sylvania have eliminated thg
local police force and turneq
the Pennsylvania State Poli
to provide services. A majd
ity of state residents are op/
posed to this practice (73%
Furthermore, nearly three o
of five residents believe tha
a town eliminates its police

force, it should be required to

pay a user fee for State Police
to provide service (58%).

I 4% ong support was found for the u
Cénhanced methods of recording th
ltigation of murder suspects. Soms
-four percent of adults in the state

police should be required to video

Ll_'hterrogations of persons suspecte
dr 29degree murder.
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spondents were opposed compared to
one out of ten among those aged fifty or

TTHE CONTINUING WAR
ON TERROR
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Newly elected President Obama is trying t
the page in the war on terror book. He ha

timeline for withdrawing troops from Iraq

refocusing efforts in Afghanistan. A majo
adults (63%) believe it is extremely or ver
portant to find a nonilitary solution to the w
on terror. However, only a few (8%) belie
such a solution is very likely to be found.

half believe it is very unlikely to be found (
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IMAGINATION

SURVEY INFORMATION

The Mansfield University
State Survey (formerly The
Public Mind) was conducted
from February 8, 2009
through February 26, 2009.
The sample was provided by
Survey Sampling, Inc. It con-
sisted of telephone numbers
randomly selected from all
listed numbers in Pennsyl-
vania. The survey results are
based on 708 completed
telephone calls of adult
Pennsylvanians (18 or older).
Each interview took approxi-
mately 10 minutes to com-
plete. The results have a
margin of error of +/3.6.

The views expressed within
this report do not reflect
those of Mansfield Univer-
sity.




