
said òmedium termó goals. 

When asked what kind of products or services it 
should be focused on, one-third of the respon-
dents indicated it should be on new and innovative 
things.  Twenty-two percent of the respondents 
indicated it should be directed toward old and 
existing products and services and a third said to 
split it evenly between the old and new. 

Finally, when asked who should be the primary 
recipient of the stimulus a majority of respondents 
(57%) said it should be individual taxpayers as op-
posed to large banks and companies.  Only one 
out of ten respondents said large companies and 
banks should be the primary recipients of the 
stimulus.  One out of four respondents said the 
stimulus should be split evenly between individual 
taxpayers and large banks and companies. 

How has the economic 
crisis and inability of 
the government to 
correct it affected con-
fidence in primary 
social institutions?  
Nearly half of the resi-
dents of Pennsylvania 
have little or no trust 
in the free market to 
guide the nationõs 
economy (44%).  A 

similar sized group does not trust the government 
to guide the economy (52%). 

 

Problems in the home mortgage market 
have been affecting banks in the United 
States for over a year. The federal govern-
ment has stepped in several times to help 
the early victims of the current recession.  
However, troubles continued in the econ-
omy, especially in October when a record 
setting drop in the stock market occurred 
and perhaps influenced the outcome of a 
presidential election.  The economy was 
and still is not basically sound and there is 
great debate on what the government 
should do.  President Obama has recently 
rolled out his economic stimulus package.   
The history making package is massive and 
multifaceted.  What do state residents 
want to see in their national governmentõs 
plan? 

What 
type of 
goal 
should 
the 
stimulus 
plan be 
focused 
on?  The 
most 
common 
answer, 
with two out of five residents choosing it, 
was it should be on the òlong termó.  The 
next most common answer (21%) was the 
combination answer òshort, medium and 
long termó goals followed closely by a 
group (18%) saying òshort termó goals 
only.  Fifteen percent of the respondents 
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A smoking ban went into effect within the 
Commonwealth in the past year.  Pennsyl-
vania joins thirty some other states in enact-
ing legislation 
to protect 
against the 
harmful ef-
fects of second 
hand cigarette 
smoke.  The 
new ban has 
been praised 
by many.  But 
it has also been ridiculed by smokers and 
non-smokers alike.  Non-smokers say it is a 
weak law with many loopholes, especially 
when compared to bans enacted in other 
states.  Smokers say that it takes away from 
their rights.  Businesses complain about the 
possible harmful effect it will have on their 
profits. 

When asked if there are any loopholes in 
the smoking ban, nearly two out of three 
respondents said yes.  A quarter of the re-
spondents felt that the loopholes were mi-
nor and fifteen percent felt that they were 
major.  Loopholes could be positive to 
smokers and negative to non-smokers. 

In terms of its impact on business, if re-
spondentsõ behavior is true to their word, 
the banõs impact would be in the positive 

direction.  For example, around half of the 
respondents said that they have been more 
likely to eat out at restaurants because of 
the ban (48%).  Only one out of ten said 
that they have been less likely to eat out 
with the remainder saying no difference.  
When the impact on going out to bars and 
taverns was examined, fifty-five percent of 
the respondents said it has made no differ-
ence in their chances of going out.  
Among the remainder, twice as many said 
it had made them more likely to go out 
than those who said less likely to go out 
(31 vs. 12%). 

The smoking rate has been declining in the 

United States.  In 2007, it dropped below 

twenty percent of the population.  In our 

survey of Pennsylvanians, nineteen per-

cent of the respondents indicated that they 

smoke.  Around a quarter of those who 

light up smoke more than a pack of ciga-

rettes a day.  Half of the smokers believe 

the ban violates their rights.  Five percent 

of the smokers said that they are very 

likely to quit because of the ban with an-

other five percent saying that they are 

somewhat likely to quit.  The rest of the 

smokers indicated that they were not at all 

likely to quit because of the ban. 
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VIEWS ON THE NEW SMOKING BAN SHOULD GAMBLING BE 

EXPANDED IN             

PENNSYLVANIA? 

One of the latest plans to increase gam-

bling opportunities and the state budget 

has been the idea of allowing video slot 

machines to be put inside bars and taverns 

across the commonwealth.  Opponents 

argue that increasing access to gambling 

will increase problem gambling.  In the 

past it was found that gamblers (who 

make up less than half of the overall popu-

lation), were highly supportive of the 

legalization of slot machines in the state.  

The same pattern appears to be occurring 

with the policy idea of video slots in bars.  

Half of the adults in the state oppose slots 

in bars.   Fewer than half (45%) support 

the idea.  These levels of support and op-

position are expected because they are 

close to the percentages of state residents 

who say that they do and do not gamble 

for money. 

GLOBAL WARMING: A COOLING OFF IN BELIEF? 

Over the past three years Mansfield Universityõs State Survey found heightened belief in 

global warming among the stateõs residents.  Over seventy percent of adults believed 

global warming was occurring.  In 2009, the number of firm believers has declined to be-

low seventy percent (65%).  Across this same time period, the number of people who do 

not believe in global warming has been on the rise.  It was fewer than one out of five in 

2006.  Now it is at 28 percent.  This matches the height of disbelief first recorded by our 

annual survey on this controversial topic a decade ago. 



Six states have enacted a ban on 
hand held cell phone use while 
driving.  The argument is that 
such behavior distracts the driver 
enough to cause an increase in the 
rate of accidents.  There was wide 
support for such a ban among 
adults here in Pennsylvania.  
Some eighty per-
cent of the respon-
dents believe that 
hand-held cell 
phones should be 
banned from use 
while one is driving in Pennsyl-
vania.  One in five are opposed 
to this policy. 

Young people are more likely to be in-

volved in car accidents and one study 

found that they are more distracted than 

older drivers while driving with cell 

phones.  The youngest survey respon-

dents, however, were most likely to be 

opposed to a ban on cell phone use while 

driving.  One out of three of these re-

spondents were opposed compared to 

one out of ten among those aged fifty or 

older. 

 DRIVING  WHILE  TALKING ON THE 

CELL PHONE 

ELIMINATING 

LOCAL POLICE 

FORCES 

Several small towns in Penn-

sylvania have eliminated their 

local police force and turned to 

the Pennsylvania State Police 

to provide services.  A major-

ity of state residents are op-

posed to this practice (73%).  

Furthermore, nearly three out 

of five residents believe that if 

a town eliminates its police 

force, it should be required to 

pay a user fee for State Police 

to provide service (58%). 
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INTERROGATION OF 

MURDER SUSPECTS 

Strong support was found for the use of 

enhanced methods of recording the inves-

tigation of murder suspects.  Some eighty

-four percent of adults in the state believe 

police should be required to video tape 

interrogations of persons suspected of 1st 

or 2nd degree murder. 

THE CONTINUING WAR 

ON  TERROR 

Newly elected President Obama is trying to turn 

the page in the war on terror book.  He has set a 

timeline for withdrawing troops from Iraq and is 

refocusing efforts in Afghanistan.  A majority of 

adults (63%) believe it is extremely or very im-

portant to find a non-military solution to the war 

on terror.  However, only a few (8%) believe 

such a solution is very likely to be found.  Nearly 

half believe it is very unlikely to be found (46%). 
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The Mansfield University 
State Survey (formerly The 
Public Mind) was conducted 
from February 8, 2009 
through February 26, 2009. 
The sample was provided by 
Survey Sampling, Inc. It con-
sisted of telephone numbers 
randomly selected from all 
listed numbers in Pennsyl-
vania. The survey results are 
based on 708 completed 
telephone calls of adult 
Pennsylvanians (18 or older). 
Each interview took approxi-
mately 10 minutes to com-
plete.  The results have a 
margin of error of +/-  3.6.  
The views expressed within 
this report do not reflect 
those of Mansfield Univer-
sity. 
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